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the prosecution was sworn and declared that on the
night in question he had actually seen the murder com-
mitted by the prisoner. When asked how he had been
able to see in the dark, he named an hour and said that
at the time the moon had been shining brightly.

"You are quite certain of this?" asked Lincoln,
cross-examining the witness.

" I am," came back the reply.

"You swear you are telling the truth?" asked Lin-
coln again.

" I do."

Lincoln nodded as though satisfied and producing
an almanac turned to the attentive jury.

" You have heard the witness declare that he saw the
murder committed by the light of a bright moon," he
said, " but this almanac proves that at the time when
the prisoner is supposed to have been seen committing
the murder no moon was shining, and therefore the
witness cannot possibly be telling the truth."

A simple argument, but it convinced the jury that
Lincoln was right, and they at once passed a verdict of
" Not guilty ", and set the prisoner free.

There are numberless similar tales of Lincoln's kind-
ness and generosity, and no person worthy of aid ever
appealed to him in vain. His honesty, indeed, helped
to keep him poor, for as a lawyer he would never under-
take a case unless he believed it to be just. Then he
always advised his clients to settle their cases out of
court if possible, and he never charged a man more
than he knew he could afford, with the result that his
fees were often very small.